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It has been a year of momentum

and growth, marked by significant
achievements that reflect our
commitment to future-ready education.
Highlights include strong enrollment and
retention numbers, successful faculty and
staff recruitment, and the launch of new
academic and engagement initiatives
that are growing recognition for Jones
College across campus and throughout
middle Tennessee.

MAKING THE GRADE

BEST
COLLEGES

l Is [ Inwom.nnsponr

BUSINESS PROGRAMS

UNIVERSITYH§!
#5 Best AACSB MBA

Programs in Tennessee

Jones College, in collaboration with the Nashville School of Law,
has launched a versatile Master of Science in Legal Studies degree

designed for business professionals seeking deeper legal fluency #7 Best Finance

without a law degree, with three concentrations: Anti-Money Programs in Tennessee

Laundering, Fraud, and Compliance; Business Law; and Entertainment.

The first cohort begins in Summer 2026. #7 EeSt Ac§o¥nting
rograms in Tennessee

Our new Center for Cybersecurity Management is driving innovation
in cybersecurity education. With a growing focus on data-driven 000000000000000000000000000
defense, the center is preparing students with the analytical skills

necessary to detect threats, identify vulnerabilities, and inform modern ‘
security strategies in a high-demand, high-growth field.

Strategic Initiative: Training Problem Solvers BUSINESS

for the Tennessee Workforce

Looking ahead, we are focused on two major projects: developing

a cutting-edge cyber range, including a state-of-the-art educational ’Srinet

Securities Operation Center, and creating a Center for Student and

Workforce Excellence to meet the evolving demands of industry. We et ecectcsecttcscssetencanas
are thrilled to announce a $1 million private gift from John and Renee

Hawkins to establish the new Center for Student and Workforce Resea rch.Com

Excellence. This center will profoundly impact every business student,
enhancing their skills and career readiness.

2026 Best Business Degree

% V/Z Programs Ranking in America
{W‘:!

Visit jones.mtsu.edu or follow JCB socials to learn more about
Jones College of Business programs, events, and opportunities.

ACCREDITED

Jones College Fall 2025 Enrollment .§ 88

Roll 3,446, up 7.25% from Fall 2024 .:_:}:_:_

Graduate enrollment held steady, while : GLOBAL ENTERPRISE

undergraduate enrollment experienced

8.8% GROWTH

. -
Fastest-growing programs included @ - ° . #
Accounting +20% 1

Economics and Finance 4 17%

......................................... : TOP 3 COUNTRIES

872 BUSINESS 30/, INTERNATIONAL 712

STUDENTS * Nigeria
e The Bahamas
DEGREES CONFERRED :
|n the 2024_25 AcademIC Year : ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

70%  bachelor’s : EARNING POTENTIAL
master’s College of Business graduates have the highest

o average long-term earnings compared to
1% doctorate graduates with other MTSU degrees.*

: MTSU Business Degrees Average
38% 1st GENERATION STUDENTS . @ MTSU Non-Business Degrees Average

Almost a quarter of Jones College students qualify as
nontraditional students. Whether returning to finish a Average Annual +13%
degree or working professionals taking their career to Entry Wages

the next level, they bring experience to the classroom. .
: Average Annual o
:  Median Wages +20 A’

76% Traditional
Average Annual

: . +34%
- Experienced Wages
% *Sources: MTSU Office of Institutional Effectiveness, Planning and Research; 2019 TN
Wages by Occupation, Tennessee Department of Labor Workforce and Development data

& LET'S TALK Al

As technology continues to evolve rapidly, Jones College is adapting to meet
market demands and equipping students with the skills they need to succeed. In

2025, keynote speakers and guest lecturers included experts on the cutting edge
of emerging technologies.

In March, the Department of Marketing held “Brain Behavior in the Age
of Al: How Neuromarketing Is Changing Business,” a symposium consisting '

of an international panel of world-renowned experts, including keynote speaker Neuromarketing Symposium ’
Paul J. Zak, a four-time tech entrepreneur, TED speaker, author, and neuroscience Paul Zak;Ph.D.

professor in the top 0.3% of most-cited scientists. March 19

Jumping rope on stage in 3-inch heels is impressive in its own right, so throw
in also continuing an engaging public talk to an audience of hundreds, and you
quickly understand why inventor, CEO, and entrepreneur Jessica O. Matthews
thinks a bit differently than most.

As the keynote speaker for the September 2025 Jones College Leadership

Summit, themed “The Al Revolution at Work: Leading Change and Overcoming

Fears in a Rapidly Evolving World,” Matthews urged those attending her

presentation to fully embrace artificial intelligence and its many benefits in

propelling innovation, while also acknowledging the ecological, ethical, and

other challenges that come with it. o on

The jump rope Matthews deftly used toward the end of her presentation was

actually an invention she helped develop a few years ago, following a visit to

a refugee camp on the border of Syria and Jordan. The jump rope features

rechargeable batteries embedded in the handles that harness the kinetic energy

generated by spinning the rope, not only allowing young girls in the camps to |

play and exercise but also serving as a source of electricity in remote areas with
infrastructure challenges.

Leadership Summit
Jessica ©. Matthews

s

September 26 —

In October, Jones College hosted Alessandro Cannas, a Google Gemini marketing
manager, for a guest lecture on how Google is shaping the future of marketing and
customer experience through Al innovation and product strategy.

Launched initially as Bard, Gemini now powers tools across Google's ecosystem, - % Gemini
including Gmail, Maps, Docs, and the Gemini app on iOS. Cannas showcased

features like Deep Research, Quiz Generator, and Al-powered app prototyping,

all designed to enhance learning and productivity, he noted. Following Cannas’

presentation, students engaged in a lively Q&A, asking questions about intellectual . B @ vt e,
property, user interface, personalization, and the role of Al in future careers. ’

From the neural pathways of the human brain to the multimodal power of Gemini,
these sessions proved that Al is more than just a tool—it is a catalyst. By bringing
the world's leading innovators to campus, Jones College ensures that its students
aren't just watching the future unfold; they are being equipped to lead it. ]
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IGNITE

@
@ career development program
The IGNITE career development program
equips students with the knowledge and skills
needed to secure a professional entry-level job
after graduation. In 2025, the IGNITE program
achieved over 2,700 total registrations across
its 60+ sessions, engaging a core audience of
1,200 unique participants.

CAREER READINESS

Career Fairs aren’t just about landing a job or
an internship. They're an opportunity to explore
industries and career paths, get comfortable
networking, and build connections.

In addition to MTSU'’s BIG Career Fair attended
by 560 business students, Jones College
departments held six business major-focused
career fairs, including information technology,
accounting, real estate, and risk management
and insurance. Each career fair engaged dozens
of organizations and community partners.

800+

TOTAL STUDENT
ATTENDANCE

100+

PARTNERING
ORGANIZATIONS

FACULTY MAKING HEADLINES LEADERSHIP
i P sonic @l = . NEW APPOINTMENTS

Tim Greer, Ph.D.

Director, Center
for Cybersecurity
Management

DR. RAJ IS ON BRAND

Marketing professor and TikTok celebrity “Dr. Raj" Srivastava made
his national TV debut, competing on NBC's On Brand with Jimmy
Fallon. Srivastava used the experience to bring real-world marketing
insights directly back to the classroom and inspire students to
embrace experiential learning. “We tell students all the time that
nothing replaces experience. Nothing. My going through this
experience is better than 10 years of reading on something like this.
Physically being there is more important. Keep doing things. That's

how you get experience,” he said. Kelly Manix, Ph.D.
.. . . . o Tolbert Faculty Fellow
“It was such a positive experience,” Srivastava said of his time on the of Ethical Leadership

show. “It was so surreal. | was here teaching one day, and the next
thing | know, I'm sitting with Jimmy Fallon, joking or high-fiving him."

Keith Jacks Gamble, Ph.D.
Weatherford Chair of
Excellence

When he's not teaching at MTSU, you can find Dr. Raj posting to his
TikTok account, which has more than 180,000 followers. He even .
used his account to poke fun at himself when he was sent home - & Audrey Scarlata, Ph.D.

from the show. Follow him at @drrajprof on TikTok. b Chair, Department
! of Accounting

LOCAL CELEBRITY

Finance lecturer Melissa Cohen

made her third appearance on the
MTSL.’ or? 2 .segme.nt o) oozt Pam Wright Chair of

on 2 hlghllghtlng the importance , Entrepreneurship

of financial literacy for the R, Difecisr, Cemicy fer

Community. Live from the studios i ; Entrepreneurial Innovation

of WKRN-TV News 2, the ABC =4 Director, Family Business

affiliate in Nashville, she provided timely and practical advice Institute

for managing holiday spending and budgeting in November.

On her previous visits, she covered back-to-school shopping tips

and how to spring clean a budget.

Kristen Shanine, Ph.D.

2026 JONES COLLEGE EVENTS

MARCH 4 OCTOBER 23
Supply Chain Summit 2026 LEADERSH P

Co T SN

Forum on Growth and

Regiona| Cha”enges featuring author, creator,
and speaker

APRIL 10 Kyle Scheele
Tech Vision Conference “The Patron Saint of Crazy Ideas”
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